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Dehradun: Principal Scien-
tific Adviser (PSA) to the
Central government, R Chi-
dambaram, on Wednesday
held 2 meeting at Forest Re-
search Institute (FRI) here
with senior officials to delib-
erate on ways to curb the
menace of forest fire, which

wreaked havoc in Uttarak-

" Theforest fires destroyed
vast swathes of green cover
of the hill state in May this
vear. The meeting was held
to chalk out strategies to
keep a check on the wild-
fires infuture by adopting in-
clusive steps at FRL

The meeting was
held to chalk out
strategies to keep a
check on the wild
fires in future by
adopting inclusive
steps at FRI
Chidambaram empha-
sised on the importance of
“offective communication
network” to share and take
prompt action on any infor-

mation on forest fire.
“An information grid can

be developed by FRI to share

information and develop da-
tabase,” theofficersaid.

Dr Savita, director FRI,
emphasised on the need for
having a strong database on
various aspects of forestfire.

Dr Shashi Kumar, direc-
tor general, Indian Council
for Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE), empha-
sised on strengthening of

\Vilfires across the state had ravaged 3,739 hectares of forest land

technologiestocurb wild five.
“Rural communities should
be connected with technolo-
gv through educational
institutes and industries to
bring wholesome develop-
ment in the country” hesaid.
Anil Joshi, HESCO foun-
der president, said: “A tool
centre exists in almost every
village of the country where
people do all sorts of work,
from making parts of ma-
chinerv to repair work.
They must be connected
with [ITs and other such cen-
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treswhere theygettrainedfor :
larger projects, which will @
boostemploymentopportuni- :
ties for them and create a :
trained :

Forthis,atoolcen- :

tre at national-level and an- :
other at statelevel can be :
formed by connecting villag- :
es wnh the network. Late:; :
laganEnvmmenmlsmdles :
and Conservation Organisa- :
tion (HESCO) to see how its -
tool centre was making tur-
bines and other equipment. /



